OUR SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
GREENDALE, WISCONSIN
South 76th Street and Parkview Road
The Reverend Douglas W. Schroeder, Pastor
Ash Wednesday

7:15 P.M.

February 17, 2021

OUR THEME FOR THIS YEAR IS—Conforming to God’s Son in 2021
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.
~ Romans 8:29 ~

Anthem: Were You There? . . . Wood/Wagner
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Psalm 51: 1 – 13 (Read responsively)
Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.
Congregation: Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.
P: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

Opening Hymn: LSB 915—Today Your Mercy Calls Us

C: Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.

Opening Sentences:
Pastor: Return to the Lord, your God,

P: Surely I have been a sinner from birth, sinful from the time my mother
conceived me.

Congregation: For He is gracious and merciful

C: Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the
inmost place.

P: Slow to anger,
C: And abounding in steadfast love

P: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be
whiter than snow.

P: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on Ash Wednesday, the Church
begins the penitential season of Lent. Our attention is directed to the
holy suffering and bitter death of our Lord Jesus Christ. From ancient
times, the season of Lent has been kept as a time of repentance,
devotion and self-denial. Let us pray that our Father in heaven would
bless this Lenten season for us so that we may come to Easter with glad
hearts rejoicing in our Savior’s resurrection from the dead.

C: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.

Let Us Pray:

C: Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit to
sustain me.

C: O holy Lord, you desire not the death of sinners but rather that they turn
from their wickedness and live. We acknowledge that we are dust and to
dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain Your
promise of forgiveness and salvation for those who believe in Your Son;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Imposition of Ashes

P: Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.
C: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me.
P: Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.

P: Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn
back to you.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.
Hymn: LSB 610—Lord Jesus Think on Me

Message from the Word:
Sermon Theme: Rescued from the Body of Death
Sermon Text: Romans 7: 14-25
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Nicene Creed: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again according to
the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
Offering
Prayers/Lord's Prayer
Closing Hymn: LSB 563—Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
Benediction
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ASH WEDNESDAY: Today begins the season of Lent. The next six weeks
are set aside for the purpose of reflection and meditation on the
meaning of Christ's suffering and death. Your joy and spiritual
understanding of Easter will be in direct proportion to your efforts during
Lent to prepare your heart and life for that glorious message.
WEEK OF FASTING AND PRAYER: As our country is veering away from
the Word and will of God, as a congregation we will have a week of
fasting and prayer as we implore God for mercy upon our nation, and as
we ask Him to prevent the evils this administration is planning. This will
take place from March 1-7. For instructions on fasting safely, see the
guide found on the tables in the entrance.
PARENTS: Lent is a good time to remind our children that Christ died
not only for them personally but for all people. Teach them to be more
thoughtful and loving toward others. One way to show love is through
sharing with those less fortunate. The Lenten mite boxes given to the
Sunday school children can be used as a daily reminder to share.
LENT: Many Christians challenge themselves during the 6 weeks of Lent
to grow in their spiritual life. One way to discipline yourself toward a full
and complete spiritual life is to follow the practice of “giving something
up for Lent.” This practice draws attention to the fact that many things in
our lives become so ordinary that we regard them as necessary. The Bible
urges us to learn to sacrifice—by using our gifts, time, and energies for
the service of others. By “sacrificing” for others, we learn to put them
ahead of ourselves. This is a strong message of love that reveals the
Spirit of Christ in us. If you “give something up” this Lenten season, use
the money and time that you save, for a mission project. Help spread
God's Word; help someone in trouble; visit someone who is lonely; speak
about Christ to someone; try to resolve a troubling relationship with your
family; or spend time reading the Bible. As you get into God's Word, you
will find that you will want to continue to read more. This Lent as you
give something up, it will serve as a blessing to you and to others.

